| " Director Helms Says He's Sorry. .-

WASHINGTON STAR .~ .
Approved For Release 2000/04%)p mezsgpmﬁﬁ‘bﬁﬁ‘g& g

.

e O s S X
. v RN MRy
v e

;’Semfe AfF'u'r'oroh"Lé"ti'enf i
Brings Apology by CIA

ey
i

Aoz i

¢

T gyt >

o

& . . . LN » l'.'-'.“ ) . -; ° - W -
For Praising Anti-Fulbright Editorial - fjrem, o, adjust. to thelr new
' By CECIL HOLLAND ’ 0 the CIA and ite

(1'% P
Star Staff Writer ihas_served in tﬁ CIA and jts

'[! Describing Fulbright as “crafty,” the edilorial sald he hadt
5 { watchdog committce.

“v'|.right and the Senate—and these! The- upshot of this was that .;°
-| were quick in coming, K
- In the letter, which appcarcd at a closed meeting today. ;
[iin last Wednesday's ~Globe- McCarthy, sponsor of the|.

-\t “Brickbats for Fulbright” inthe “‘entirely out of place for Helms.
1 “It reficcts so- well - your an editorial that charged Ful-

|'impartially, supporting what it,

* | calied the matter to the Senate’s write to the newspaper . ; .

[bers of the watchdog committee, should be brought to the'atten-[the - CIA ‘as “one of ‘our most

ys, sho_ul‘d have:

The Central Intelligence Agency found itself today in another World War II da
turmoil with the Senate over a letter its new director, Richard another chance. A
M. Helms, wrote to the St, Louis Globe-Democrat.- - HuBen, . Johm Stennis, D-Miss. H

The letter praised an editorial that was critical of Sen. JJalso a member of the .CIA'
Villiam Fulbright, D-Ark., the chairman of the Senate Forelgcommittee, sald he believed that'
Relations Committee, o jHelms recelved bad advice and;

‘received “his come-up-pence’ - Telephoncs Fulbright |7 e
in the recent Scnate vote side-{ vy it P s K Belnl
' ; h ittee’s  bid. irty  minutes  after thejy

iAracking the committee’s bid'gopate’s indignation round':

for representation on -a 'CM‘*ended, Helms telephoned Ful-'.f
.. bright to say he wassorry and :i
expressed  shock:that the letfer was a mistake. !
that Helms would have written He . also said he would be glad to |
such a letter and there were dé-|talk to Fulbright’s committee at !

.mands for apologies for Ful-lany time, oy

Y

i Senators

Helms was scheduled to appear'.!j;'

i.Democrat, Helms said: - resolution for the Foreign|

. “I want to let you know of my Relations Committee to have a|.
{ Pleasure in reading the editorial voice in CIA affairs, said it was|"
i Globe-Democrat of July 18. fo have signed a letter praising,
“paper’s policy of ‘printing news bright was ‘erafty.’”

) ] ) “I'm not taking issue with the
believes to be right and opposing editorial,” McCarthy said. "I
what it believes to be wrong!suppose it was within the limits'

S
RICHARD HELMS

;without - regard  to party'of jrresponsibility which must be 1.0 §
OIS AT . ... jallowed on editorial pages.” ' ;G’égﬁ;gﬁn h's.f;w" L‘;‘L%%%?ggr;
Express Shock. .- | Senate Majority Leader Mikei| regret the writing of this letter,”

, . . Mansficld said he was "more |Siennis added

A furor ‘broke ut when Sen.'than a little surprised that the §

:Eugene J, McCarthy, D-Minn., ‘siicnt service’ h}:\d seen fit. to| Lhe letter, senators were told,
joriginated with a CIA aide who

attention yesterday. Four mem- think - it is something which] read the ‘editorial, which praiscd

-]

ywho had opposed the Fulbright tion of Mr. Helms so that it will| valuable agencies in foreign
group’s proposal joined ~with not hecome a habit with him.” | affairs.”” The aide, it was under-
others in expressing shock that ~ Saltonstall said the letterwrit stood, ‘prepared the -letter and
the CIA director ‘had_written)ing was ‘“a very questionable]took it to Helms, who signed it. °
such a letter, and in praising. thing.” 'Sen.” Frank E. Moss, D-| :What - disturbed, some of the

he _lqttgg_‘;l_jgs_pl‘t ed ﬁ-.?m"-‘h—'sn';’-"Rcferring to the editorial's.

s

Fulbright,  Some

such letter,

after Helms had been confirme

as ]gne of its most valued off
jal. ,
While the (floor discussio

walchdog committee, talke
‘ame back and reported Helm

fs 5aylné; there was only on

L £ ) Senators,!Utah, called it “a grave of-
including Fulbright, wondered ififense” and said Helms “may
.. |there had been more than eon

- | The . Senate discussion oc- position he holds.”
" feurred one month to the day| -

pnanimously as director of the Sen. Milton R. Young, R-N.D,,:
* |intelligence agency and praisc

ent on, Sen. Leverett Salton-'signed a letter of this kind, “The
stall, R-Mass., a member of theiCIA," he added, “is not sup-

ith Helms by telephone. He publicity

he was sorry that it|*the - problems .. we encounter
had been el vod Eor Re

ethave lmited, because of his
jactlons, his usefulness in. the

d| - Young lﬁ"s_appolnlcd A

d another member of the watch-!
I- dog committee, said he was'
“disappoinled and shocked to
Wlearn that Heclms would have

dlposed to.-be in the ‘business of

“and  particularly
S|publicity of this kind." o]
e[ McCarthy said this was one of

oe 80 Q0I0M(d Lartbintth]MFI DA AR 00R 200AH042

senators’ was the ‘fear that the
letter would revive the contro-
versy . over the CIA and raise
new questions about its opera-
tions. These had been eased
over with the Senate vote of 61
to 28, after a July-14 <closed
meeting, ‘'sending tlte Foreign
Relalions Committee's bid to the
Senate Armed Services Commit-
tec, where it now remains. .
Fulbright, speaking briefly,
touched on some- of these ques-
tions, His feelings, Fulbright
sald, . were “not. J)arlicularly
injured.” But he added he had
never “heard of any CIA director

writing ' such a letter and he was |
surprised that ‘‘a career man

-description of the Senate vole as,
a vote of confidence in.the CIA,:
Fulbright added: - - . o
" I wonder i{ the director has:
not construed the so-called vote,
of confidence as a removal of all

- restraint and the granting of the, -

power to do as he pleases within.

. the-area of domestic activities.",
S fells of Rumors | o

. 1
Fulbright said he had heard,

rumors that the CIA takes part. . -

in domestic affairs—"for exams
ple in the elections in our labot.!
unions. .. . . I have heard these
-rumors and I would like Lo prove’
or disprove them." ‘
Fulbright did not elaborate.i
But, it was learned, he had beeny
informed by one union leader,
who had. asked for an inquiry,,
that-the CIA had backed a union
in the Dominican Republic that,
was allied with AFL-CIO Presis,
dent George Meany, and had,
supported Meany - anpd ,Jay
Lovestone, another union offis,
clal, in their internal battles,

Fulbright also said.that Wils
liam F. Raborn, former CilA,
director, had suffered “a failure;
of memory" on a rccent televis
sion news show. He said Raborn,
had; remarked during the show..
that he had responded ‘no";
when  asked. at a commilten,
hearing scveral months ago i
the CIA had uscd the Fulbright
Student Exchange ‘Program. - ¥

The , committee’s recorrds,
show, . Fulbright said, {hat
Raborn had replicd that regula-
tions prevented him from an<
swering, This, Fulbright added,
led .o his interest in the CIA-
matler, " N

He. expressed appreclation for
the comments of the sneators
who. are members .of the CIA
watchdog - commitice,” and,
added: - . . .7 L.

“I am encouraged that pers
haps they may teach the new

ey 8

[skector, somo, proper, conduct,” 1
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